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WAYLAND’S DISCOURSES. 





Mr. Eprror, 

No literary works that have been 
published by Baptists, for some 
time, have excited more interest 
among the religious public gen- 
erally, or have been better calcula- 
ted to fix the attention of our own 
denomination on the relative du- 
ties they owe to society and to 
the cause of the Redeemer, than 
three sermons which have been 
published, within the last few 
months, by James Loring, book- 
seller, Boston. These sermons 
were delivered by the Rev. Fran- 
cis Wayland, Pastor of the First 
Baptist church in Boston, on pub- 
lic occasions. The author was 
certainly very felicitous in the 
choice of his subjects, and has 
examined and elucidated them in 
a masterly style. 

Vou. Vi—Wew Series. 








The first of these sermons, in 
the order of time, is entitled 
“ The Moral Dignity of the Mis- 
sionary Enterprise,” It has been 
in such great demand, that three 
editions have already been pub- 
lished in this country; and in 
England it has been republished, 
and highly commended. It was 
preached, originally, before the 
Boston Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society, on the evening of Oct. 26, 
1823, and was repeated before the 
Salem Bible Translation Society, 
on the evening of the 4th of No- 
vember, following. The second 
and third sermons, on “* Zhe Due 
ties of an American Citizen,” were 
delivered in the First Waptist 
meecting-house in Boston, on 
Tuesday, April 7, 1825, the day 
of public fast in Massachusetts, 

The following observations on 
these sermons, made Ly « cores 
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pondent of the Recorder and Tel- 
egraph, are very just, in my esti- 
mation, and I shall esteem it a fa- 
vour if you publish them in the 
Luminary; as I wish to preserve 
them. They will, no doubt, be 
gratifying to many of your read- 
ers. T. 
Tere was much truth in the 
remark of a writer in an English 
Journal, “a man’s most difficult 
rival is his former self.”” An au- 
thor who ventures to publish a 
second time, must aim to exceed 
his first production: if he only 
équal it, it is a partial failure; if 
he fall below it, he has done him- 
self incalculable injury. Evena 
minister is permitted, nay, he is 


required, to attach a subordinate | 


importance to reputation. Butif 
he suffer it to be the reigning mo- 
tive, he has forfeited his charac- 
ter in the view of the church, and 
lessened himself in the eye of the 
world. 

The author of these sermons 
gained much celebrity by his first 
production; few have made a 
better impression at their first 
appearance before the public. It 
has often been said, “ Mr. Way- 
land must not scon venture his 
reputation again.” But while 
the watmth of feeling and the 
glow of admiration which his 
first effort excited, has hardly be- 
gun to subside, he Aas ventured 
again ; and if I may judge from 
the effect upon myself, I would 
say, these last sermons will not 
only sustain—they will elevate 
the former feeling—they will raise 
toa higher pitch the admiration 








— 


that was before expressed. They 
have fewer faults and more excel- 
lencies than his first. They evince 
a profounder intellect, a more 
classical taste, a richer fund of 
knowledge : they have finer strains 
of eloquence, and will be re-pe- 
rused with deeper interest. There 
is a vigour of thought, a correct- 
ness of ratiocination, a manliness 
of sentiment, a unity of design, 
and a steadiness of aim, which do 
equal credit to his industry and 
talents. The design of his ser- 
mon was exceedingly happy: he 
has struck another popular string, 
Both are as original as they are 
felicitous ; and I am greatly mis- 
taken, if these last do not enlarge 
the field of his fame. 


He has given an admirable spe- 
cimen of the manner in whicha 
subject of “national interest” 
may be introduced into the pulpit 
on a Fast day, without “ enkind- 
ling feelings of party animosity.” 
Much injury has often resulted 
from the abuse of a custom intro- 
duced by our pious fathers. 

The three points of discussion 
are, “ The present intellectual and 
political condition of the nations 
of Europe ;—The relations we 
sustain to them ;—and the duties 
which devolve upon us, in conse- 
quence of those relations.” 

Such is the continuity of thought, 
the entireness of the chain of ar- 
gument in these sermons, that it 
is difficult to give any extracts 
from them. They should be read 
through atonce. The writer ap- 
pears to have no wild theory to 
support, no particular dogmas to 
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defend. His views of civil liberty 
must be allowed by all to be cor- 
sect; for they are as far from the 
lawlessness of anarchy as from 
the tyranny of despotism. While 
he strenuously advocates a go- 
vernment of law, he would not 
confine its modifications to any 
particular model. He would dif- 
fuse through the world sound 
knowledge—healthful informa- 


- tion—religious truth: and when 


these have thoroughly pervaded 
a people, the government of will 
must crumble—-every prison 
would be emptied, and every slave 
would be free. Civil liberty and 
religious freedom stand or fall to- 
gether. Every patriot and every 
Christian must be pleased with 
the liberal spirit and pious senti- 
ment of these Sermons. None 
can be offended, and all must be 
convinced by his remarks upon 
the connexion of the benevolent 
institutions of Christianity with 
the best interests of the state. 

I remark, with pleasure, the im- 
provement of the author’s style ; 
there is less of labour and polish, 
and more of simplicity and free- 
dom in this production, than in 
his first. If there are fewer flowers 
there are more thoughts—if there 
is less brilliancy, there is the im- 
press of more mind. To other 
excellencies they adda very é€s- 
sential one: they rise in interest 
to the end. 

The circulation of these ser- 


mons would second the efforts of 


wise and good men to diffuse 
more general knowledge through 











the community, and to elevate. 


the tone of public morals. More 
must be done for the establish- 
ment of free schools and the sup- 
port of religious institutions; 
otherwise, the increase of popu- 
lation will get beyond control ; 
and the milliens of the next gen- 
eration will not be under the in- 
fluence of “a virtuous public 
opinion, that strongest safe-guard 
of right;” nor will religion and 
good morals “ spread over the 
nation the shield of their invisi- 
ble protection.” 

I must ask the liberty to insert 
the closing paragraph, in the hope 
that it will excite a stronger de- 
sire to possess and peruse the 
whole of these sermons. 

s And lastly, 1 would urge you, 
my brethren, to activity in these 
labours to charity, by presenting 
at a single view, the momentous 
results with which they seem to 
me indissolubly connected ; but I 
fcel myself utterly incompetent to 
the task. 

“ When I reflect that some of 
you who now hear me will see fif- 
ty millions of souls enrolled on 
the census of these United States ; 
when I think how small a propor- 
tion our present efforts bear to 
the pressing wants of this migh- 
ty population, and how soon the 
period in which those wants can 
be supplied will have for ever 
elapsed; when moreover I reflect 
hew the happiness of man is in- 
terwoven with the destinies of 
this country ;—I want language 
to express my conceptions of the 
importance of the subject ; and 
yet Iam aware that those concep- 
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tions fall far short of the plain, 
unvarnished truth. When I look 
forward over the long track of 
coming ages, the dim shadows of 
unborn nations pass in solemn re- 
view before me, and each, by every 
sympathy which binds together 
the whole brotherhood of man, 
implores this country to fulfil that 
destiny to which she has been 
summoned by an all-wise Provi- 
dence, and save a sinking world 
from temporal misery and eternal 
death.” 


————_ 


ATHEISM AND ENTHUSIASM. 





ArueEism and Enthusiasm, says 
the London Christian Observer, 
are two monsters against whom 
every voice throughout the coun- 
try isconstantly lifted up. The out- 
cryisas universal as it is vehement. 
They are evils, however, of a to- 
tally opposite character; and, in 
the estimation of the complain- 
ants, indicate, the one an utter 
absence of all religion, the other 
a superabundance or perversion 
of it. There is also this remark- 
able distinction between them— 
that whereas the former is con- 
sidered as so rare that its exist- 
ence might almost be questioned, 
the latter, in the sense in which it 
is inveighed against by the world, 
is in precisely the same propor- 
tion common; and every individ- 





ual who displays a concern in re- 
ligious matters, raised but in the 
smallest degree above the aver- 
age indifference of the world 
around him, is exposed to the} 


charge of this exciting ingredi- 
ent in the human character, and 
branded with it as aterm of re. 
proach. Very signal misconcep- 
tions appear in the general im- 
pression and popular clamour on 
both these points; and a due ex. 
amination of the moral appear. 
ances of society will readily con- 
vince any man who is open to the 
conviction, that both Atheism and 
Enthusiasm, in the chief sense in 
which it is of importance to deal 
with them, are to be met with in 
a ratio the very reverse of that 
which is so often blazoned forth 
to our regard. We allude to the 
kind and degree of influence 
which they practically acquire 
over the heart and conduct of the 
individual who either puts him- 
self forth, oris put forth by others, 
as their depositary and defender. 
In our present considerations, we 
pass by the abstract theories 
which reside only in the cold brain 
which gave them birth ; nor shall 
we dwell upon that warmth of 
constitutional temperament or ec- 
centricity of character which may 
lead its possessor to a few fancies, 
which have in them nothing es- 
sentially pernicious in their prac- 
tical effect. It is with Atheism 
as developing itself in the actual 
purposes and pursuits of the life 
and the tastes and delights of the 
soul, that we are at present con- 
cerned ; and this practical Athe- 





of the world are directed, we ap- 





ism is far more prevalent than is 
currently imagined. With re- 
spect alse to the alleged Enthu- 
siasm, against which the shafts 





“a of © 








7c 





Religion more than Speculation. i97 





ee ~ 





prehend from it no such mischief 
as is habitually and dolefully pre- 
dicted. There is, however, an 
enthusiasm which ought to re- 
ceive a check from the experience 
of those whom wisdom has long 
matured in the paths of piety and 
Christian zeal; we mean that en- 
thusiasm which, in an absorbing 
view of one duty, or one class of 
obligations, loses sight of some 
of the more obvious relative obli- 
gations, and those particularly of 
a quiet and unobtrusive but never- 
theless an important character. 
It is the enthusiasm which is 
“ever not ‘that 
which is good,” but that which 
is in its estimation “ great ;” 
which catches atevery ray of new 
light, not because it is light, but 


. . $3 
following, 





because it is new; and which | 
“ doth sit by itself,’ and “is mot | 
lowly in its own eves,’ nor 
“ maketh much of them that fear 
the Lord.” 

This is the practical Atheism, 
and this the religious Enthusiasm, 
of which we speak. He is the prac- 
tical atheist, not whovin the pro- 
cesses of his unintelligible and in- 
conclusive reasoning, has travel- 
led to the mysterious conclusion 
that “there is no God,” but he 
who, in the entire possession of a 
self-gratulating scorn for that har- 
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| 





dihood of spirit which can ques- 
tion the existence of the Creator, | 
can yet frame his plans of busi- 
ness and of pleasure, and accom- 
plish his secret gains, and enjoy | 
his sensual delights, with a deter- | 
mination of habit as irrespective 














of the laws and the will and the || when I told him of the outpour- 


| RELIGION 


glory of that Creator, as if he too 
disbelieved his being, or at leas' 
doubted his authority. Many are 
the men who live daily in that 
frame of spirit. God is not in 
all their thoughts.” The whole 
of their recognition of the Divin< 
nature is Jimited to an occasiona! 
repetition of the first four words _ 

of the creed, while they evince an 

absolute oblivion of the compre- 

hensive duty of acknowledging 

God in all their ways. 
practical Atheism, that mos 

common and universal of the er- 
rours and infidelities of the day. 


This is 
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I HAVE seen a professor of reli- 
gion who seemed well nigh dead 
to the great motives of the Gos- 
pel. He read his Bible much, 
and the volumes of theological 
discussion more. He was punc- 
tual in his attendance on public 
worship, and a careful listener to 
the preaching of the word. But 
I did not see him growing in 
grace, and advancing in likeness 
to Christ, by his private studies, 
or by the instructions of the sanc- 
tuary. And yethe was able to 
discuss the doctrine of progres- 
sive sanctification; and he could 
demonstrate from the Scriptures 
that all the saints will persevere 
in holiness. He talked of the 
sovereignty of God, and of the 
richness of his free grace; bu: 
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ing of the Spirit on this church 
and that, and of the souls that 
were gathered into the kingdom, 
he betrayed noemotion. He was 
ingenious to interpret the sure 
word of prophecy; but when I 
spake of the triumph of the truth, 
and of the progress it is now 
making to universal dominion, he 
had little to answer. He under- 
stood the Gospel in all its doc- 
¢rines, and he could argue mighti- 


ly with errorists of every descrip- | 
tion; but it was always without | 
one symptom of that deep and) 


burning inspiration that glows on 
all the pages of the Bible. You 
might see him in the house 
of God following the preacher 
through the mazes of an argu- 
ment with an intensity of interest ; 
but when the preacher came home 
to the feelings and the conscience, 
his interest was gone, and the 
countenance that just before kin- 
dled with animation, was blank 
und unexpressive ofemotion. The 
yesult of all these habits was that | 
the holiness which kindles a glo- 
ry like the glory of heaven along | 
the path of the truly eminent | 
Christian, shed no lustre upon 
him. The world called him a 
noisy polemic, and said—what 
docest thou more than others? 

I have seen an impenitent sin- 
ner, who confessed himself to be 
such, and who was perfectly fa- 
railiar with the doctrines of the 
Bible. In his earliest days he had 
been taught the system of Chris- 
tian truth ; and well he knew the 
arguments by which that system 
is supported, Proclaim to him 








the depravity and guilt of human 
/nature, and he would quote a hun- 
| dred texts of Scripture decisive 
of the doctrine.—Speak of the 
terrors of the Lord; he could re- 
fute,in a moment, the delusion of 
| universal salvation, Tell of the 
love and mercy that are offering 
(eternal life to the acceptance of 
the guilty ; he knew it all before ; 
| he could discuss and argue, and 
| he could prove it throughout to 
| 








his owncomplete satisfaction. All 
those overwhelming truths that 
belong to eternity were safely 
| treasured up in his memory, with 
| the questions and answers of the 
catechism which he learned in 





come near his heart ; and it would 
seem that the Gospel was to him 
in his maturity, what the cate- 


chism was in his childhood—a 
system of abstract propositions, 
to be committed to memory with- 
out one thought of their relation 
to- his own soul. 

Do I seem to have been pictur- 
ing characters merely imaginary’? 
How is it? In the range of your 
experience, have you met with no 
such men asI have been attempt- 
ing to describe? You whocall your- 
self a Christian, do you know any 
professor of religion like him of 
whom I speak, who can argue, 
and speculate, and defend the 
truth, but never thinks of being 
excited in view of its import? 
You who confess that you are stil! 
impenitent, do you know any im- 
penitent sinner, like him of whom 
'I speak, conversant with all the 
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truth of God, skilful and strenu 
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ous to defend his creed, and yet | 
in all his correctness unmoved by 
the realities of eternity? And if 
such men are to be found, how do 
you account for the character 
which they exhibit, but by sup- 
posing that they are under adeep 
and deadly delusion—that they 
have utterly mistaken the very 
nature of religion--that they have 
forgotten the application of our 
text to the realities of an eternal 
existence ? 


I say then that I have not been 
contending with a shadow. The 
crrour of whichI have spoken does 
exist, and it may be seen in its 
deadly operation. And as the 
messenger of God, I lift up my 
voice, to-day, and warn you to de- 
liver your souls from the influence 
of a sentiment so perilous. Look 
into your heart, and examine your 
own spirit. You hear the Gos- 
pel preached; its doctrines are 
proved, its motives are urged up- 
on you. Does all this enter your 
understanding and die there, like 
something abstract and unreal? 
Does it send through your spirit 
no thrilling emotion? Can it 
strike no chord of feeling within 
you? Then I warn you to escape 
from this perilous delusion. It 
will ruin you forever. It destroys 
the very plan and purpose of the 
Gospel. It pours contempt on 
the overtures of mercy which 
God is making. It hardens the 
heart. It stupifies the spirit. It 
Jeads the soul downward—and 
downward to hell. 

[Chr. Spec. 


CHALMERS AND BRAINERD. 





Consrpgr the effects of different 
kinds of preaching in particular 
| congregations, and with individu- 








al ministers. The distinguished 
| Chalmers, has himself told us, 
that he preached with all his skill, 
but without the doctrine of the 
cross, for more than twelve years ; 
and that he neither made a con- 
vert, nor produced a reformation 
of manners. Since he has preach- 
ed evangelically, the success that 
‘has attended his various labours 
| has been great and extensive. It 
has been precisely the same with 
others, Whatever has been the 





'accuracy of their reasoning, the 
profundity of their speculations, 
| the eloquence of their sermons, or 
|even the purity of moral conduct 
which they have recommended, if 
Christ crucified has not been their 
frequent and animating theme, 
;nothing better has usually been 
seen in their congregations, than 
decency of deportment, and some 
regard to the exterior of religion 
—the form of godliness without 
its power. Often, indeed, even 
this has been wanting; and in its 
place dissipation and profligacy 
have been notoriously prevalent. 
On the contrary, the congrega- 
tion shall rarely, if ever be found, in 
which evangelical truth has been 
ably, faithfully, and perseveringly 
preached, without being visibly 
blessed—often to a marked revi- 
val of vital piety; nearly always, 
to its preservation and increase. 
Let us next consult the modern 
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missionaries to the heathen. And | them.—And this was the preach- 
here, would your time and my ing God made use of, for the 
strength permit, I should quote to |} awakening of sinners, and the 
you largely from the journal of our H propagation of this work of grace 
own Brainerd. If he had written | among the Indians.—And it was 
with a view to favour my present H remarkable, from time to time, 
design, he could not have written | that when I was favoured with any 
more to the purpose. Take the | special freedom in discoursing of 
following short specimens, which | the ability and willingness of 
would be rendered far more im- 


shall repeat. 











in awakening numbers of secure 
souls, promoting conviction be- 


gun, and comforting the distress- 
[M. H. Rep 





that assistance, which to me is un- | 


common, in preaching Christ cru- || 
cified, and making him the centre | 
and mark to which all my dis- 
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THE DUMB SERMON. 
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courses among them were direct- | “ Vt by might, nor power, but by my 


ed. And never did I find so much | 
freedom and assistance, in making | 


all the various lines of my dis- 
courses meet together and centre 
in Christ, as I have frequently 
done among these Indians.-—I 
don’t mention these things as a 
recommendation of my own per- 
formances; for I’m sure I found, 
from time to time, that I had no 
skill or wisdom for my great 
work; and knew not how to 
choose out acceptable words pro- 
per to address poor benighted Pa- 
gans with! But thus God was 
pleased to help me“ not to know 
any thing among them, save Je- 
sus Christ and him crucified.” 
Thus I was enabled to show them 
their misery and undoneness with- 








Spirit, saith the Lord.” 
Tue energy of this eternal 
truth was most forcibly applied 
to the heart of the late Rev. W 





Tennent, of New Jersey, on the fol- 
lowing remarkable occasicn. In 
his neighbourhood resided a pro- 
fessed deist, a man of considera- 





ble attainments as to worldly wis- 
dom. He often, from whatever 
motive, attended the ministry of 
Mr. Tennent, whose powers, as a 
preacher, were of asuperior kind: 
his skillin the Scriptures being 
deep, and his style rich, argu- 
mentative, and impressive. Learn- 
ing once the intention of the deist 
to attend divine service on the 
following Sabbath, Mr. Tennent 
most diligently prepared for the 








out him, and to represent his com- 


| occasion by meditating upon, and 


plete fitness to redeem and save | fixing in his mind every argument 





Christ to save sinners, and the 
pressive, if I could give you the | 
context of the passages which 1 
“I can’t but take | 
notice,’”’ says Brainerd, “ that I 

have, in the general, ever since my | 
first coming among these Indians | 
in New Jersey, been favoured with | ed. 


need they stood in of such a Sa- 
viour, there was then the great- 
est appearance of divine power, 
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which might work a conviction. 
Thus prepared he ascended the 
pulpit. © But who is Paul, or 
who is Apollos? Paul may plant, 
and Apollos may water ; but it is 
God that giveth the increase.” 
Praise and prayer being conclud- 
ed, the discourse began ; but soon 
the preacher’s memory was plung- 
ed into perfect oblivion ; and not 
being in the custom of using 
notes, he in vain endeavoured to 
proceed: his mind was sealed up 
as to the subject of discourse; 
and he was under the painful ne- 
cessity of confessing his inability, 
and concluded with prayer. The 
Spirit of God was wow at work. 
The deist was led to reflect upon 
the extraordinary case: he had, 
on former occasions, experienced 
and admired Mr. Tennent’s powers 
of oratery. From his concluding 
prayer on this occasion he found 
him in vigour of mind. To what 
could he trace the sudden dere- 
liction of his powers, when en- 
tering upon such a discourse? 
Happy man! he was led to dis- 
cover in it the finger of God! 
The joyful change soon reached 
Mr. Tennent, who, doubtless, was 
deeply humbled and grateful; for 
he ever afterwards spoke of his 
dumb sermon as the best he ever 
preached. 
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AFFECTING INCIDENT. 





Numerous Bible Societies have 
been formed; the Scriptures of 
truth have been given to many 
destitute families and individuals; 
Vor, Vi— New Series. 








and the Spirit of God has render- 
ed them effectual to the salvation 
cf many souls. This has a ten- 
dency to encourage the friends of 
Bible Societies to pursue with 
greater ardour the object of these 
institutions. But, in the meap 
time, they ought to remember 
the spiritual condition of their 
own children and friends, some 
of whom may greatly need the 
gift of a Bible, and may be profit- 
ed by it, as is evident from the 
following narrative. 


“ Ata late meeting of the Sea 
man’s Friend Society, the Rev. 
Leigh Richmond is said to have 
related the following affecting 
narrative ; 


“ While I reflect on the sea. 
man’s character and circumstan- 
ces, I cannot, without peculiar in- 
terest, recollect the time when one 
young man went to sea, whose 
feelings were ill-suited to all the 
contingencies of a seafaring life. 
I remember that the time came, 
when it was said, that the vessel 
had been wrecked and he was 
dead; and no intimation had 
reached the ears of his affection- 
ate parents of any change in his 
views as to the things of God. 
And I remember the time wher 
that young man was so far restor- 
ed to his family, that although 
they saw him not, they heard that 
he had been saved from the ship- 
wreck, The young man, too, was 
found by God, and in the midst of 
the ocean, with the Bible only, 
which his father on parting had 
put into his hand. The Bible 
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was blessed to his soul in the 
midst of the carnal companions 
with whom he was surrounded. 
The means of grace, without any 
human instruction, were made ef- 
fectual to his soul. And at length, 
in sailing from port to port, there 
were those who became acquaint- 
ed with his interesting state, and 
Jent him the helping hand as to 
the concerns of the soul.—-The 
time came when that young man, 
who had been a foe to religion, 
lifted up in the bay of Gibraltar, 
at his mast head, a Bethel Flag, 
and summoned the sailors to 
prayer, and prayed with them, 
and bade the missionary exhort 
them. And when I tell you that 
the young man is my own son, 
you may see that I may well say, 
‘God bless the Sailor’s Friend.’ ” 


—_>—— 


WONDER OF GRACE. 

An itinerant preacher, in a let- 
ter addressed to the Editor of 
Zion’s Herald, relates the follow- 
ing occurrence, which appears to 
be a striking illustration of the 
riches of divine grace, and calcu- 
lated to encourage desponding !a- 
bourers in the Gospel vineyard 
to persevere with zeal in their sa- 
cred work. 


* As I was travelling one day, 
under the weight of many dis- 
consolate feelings, poring upon 
my incapability, and thinking I 
could be of little use in the world, 
I called at a house to invite the 
inmates to serve God; and, as 
was my custom, conversed with 











ee 
them about their souls’ salvation, 
prayed with them, and departed, 
The next time I visited the neigh. 
bourhood,I called at the same 
house, when a young woman ip. 
formed me, that when I was there 
before, she had determined to 
take her life the next day; but 
that my visit proved the means 
of discovering to her the dread. 
ful nature of sin, and the awfi! 
consequences of taking a leap in. 
to eternity, by unlawful means, 
The same person is now a hope. 
ful convert, and a living monv. 
ment of God’s mercy. “In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thy hand, 
for thou knowest not which shall 
prosper, this or that.’ I view 
God’s mercies with pleasure and 
astonishment, and with courage 


travel on,’’ 
a 


—_———- 


POWER OF DIVINE GRACE. 


A REMARKABLE instance of the 
power and sovereignty of Divine 
grace, in the conversion of Mr. 
Morgan Howell, of Cardigan- 
shire, Wales, under the ministry 
of the Rev. W. Cradock. A gen- 
tleman, who lived near where he 
preached, when he visited that 
country, was particularly inimi- 
cal to his doctrine and preaching. 
He ridiculed him in his conversa- 
tion, and made a mock of him in 
verses which he published, and 
opposed his ministry by all means. 
It so fell out, by God’s purpose, 
that once when Mr. Cradock was 
preaching in the open field, (the 
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place where he meant to speak in 
being not able to contain his’ 
hearers,) Mr. Morgan Howell, 
which was the gentleman’siname, 
got together a foot-ball play, in 
order to interrupt Mr. Cradock, 
and went so far as to endeavour 
to strike the ball against him; 
but being prevented, and falling, 
he so sprained his ancle that he 
could not move, and was thus 
compelled to hear the sermon, 
which was overruled by God to 
his conversion; and as an evi- 
dence of its reality, he took Mr. 
Cradock to his house, received 
him whenever he came into the | 
country, and, at length, became | 
himself a teacher of the truth of 
Jesus, and established the first 
church of believers in his neigh- 
hood. Lon. Ban. Mag. 





——— 


THE BIBLE. 





A tapy in Bristol, (Eng.) deep- 
ly impressed with the importance 
of the Bible Society, determined 
to make personal application in 
its behalf to an elderly gentle- 
man of her acquaintance, who 
possessed great wealth, but never 
contributed to objects of this na- 
ture. She was told by her friends 
it would be in vain, but this did 
not shake her resolution. She 
called and presented the case, ex- 
hibiting all the documents calcu- 
lated to promote her object. They 
produced no impression. She 
then reasoned with him, but with- 





him the question, “ Have you a 

Bible, Sir?” “Yes.” “ What 

would induce you to part with it?” 

“JT would not part with it on any 

consideration.” ‘ Sir,’’ said she, 
“ there are thousands in this land 
who are destitute of that which 
you profess to prize so highly. A 
trifling portion of your property 
would supply a fellow creature 
with the book which you would 
not part with on any considera- 
tion.” This appeal produced 
the desired effect. The gentle- 
man, however, concealed his feel- 
ings, and simply asked, with an 
air of indifference, “ What do 
you think I ought to.give?’’? Sup- 
posing that he was balancing be- 
tween a small sum and an abso- 
lute refusal, she replied, “ We 
receive any sum, Sir, however 
small.”” He then went to his bu- 
reau, took a bag of guineas, and 
began very deliberately to count 
them upon the table—one, two, 
three, four, and soon. After he 
had proceeded some time in this 
way, the lady, presuming that he 
had forgotten the subject on 
which she came, and was engag- 
ed in other business, ventured to 
interrupt him with the remark, 
that her time was precious, and 
that if he did not intend to give, 
she begged to be informed, that 
she might solicit elsewhere. 
“ Have patience for a few mo- 
ments,” he replied, and proceed- 
ed, till he had counted 73 guineas. 
“ There, madam,” said he, “ there 
is one guinea for every year that 
I have lived; take that for the 





out effect. At length she asked 


Bible Society.” 
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STRIKING INCIDENT. 





“Ty January last,” said a pious 
father in writing to his friend, “I 
dreamed that the day of Judg- 
ment was come. ! saw the judge 
on the great white throne, and all 
nations were gathered before him ; 
my wife and I were on the right 
hand, but I could not see my chil- 
dren. I said, ‘I cannot bear this, 
J must go and seek them.’ I went 
to the left hand of the Judge, and 
there found them all standing in 
the utmost despair. As soon as 
they saw me, they caught hold of 
me and cried, ‘Oh, father, we 
will never part.’ I said, * My 
dear children, I am come to try, 
if possible, to get you out of this 
awful situation.” SolI took them 
all with me, but when we came 
near the Judge, I thought he cast 
an angry look, and said, ‘ What 
do thy children with thee now? 
They would not take thy warning 
when on earth, and they shall not 
take share with thee ofa crown in 
heaven :—depart, ye cursed.”” At 
these words I awoke, bathed in 

tears. 

“ A while after this, as we were 
all sitting together ona  unday 
evening, I related to them my 
dream. No sooner did I begin, 
than first one, then another, till all 
of them burst intotears. Five of 
them are rejoicing in God their 
Saviour, and I believe the Lord 
is at work on the other two, so 
that I doubt not he will give 
them also to my prayers. 


—_ 
THE BETHEL FLAG. 


An anecdote published by the 
Liverpool ‘“Seaman’s Friends 
Society,” will add to the many 
proofs already exhibited of the 
utility of prayer meetings for 
seamen under this Flag. 

A foung sailor, in conversation 
with one of the Bethel Secreta. 
ries, “hile expressing his grati- 
tude to Almighty God for the in. 
stitution of Bethel prayer-meet- 
ings, observed, that before he at. 
tended these meetings, when up- 
on a voyage, and walking the deck 
during the night, he used to pass 
the hours away in calling to 
memory the frolics, and, to use 
his term, the sfrees, he enjoyed 
when on shore, and in laying plans 
for pastime and amusement 
when the voyage was over; but 
now, he thanked God, he found 
it sweeter to remember the provi- 
dential mercies of God during 
his sea life, and to contemplate 
the works of God in the creation, 
and His great love to man in giv- 
ing his Son for aransom : but he 
shall never forget, he said, the 
thrill of joy he felt during his last 
voyage. One night, or rather 
early in the morning, a fine star- 
light morning, as they were run- 
ning down the trades, with the 
sea smooth as oil, more than two 
thousand miles from land, and at 
that time, as he thought, equally 
far from any vessel upon the vast 
Atlantic ; he was startled from 
his monotonous pacing fore and 
aft upon the deck, by a sound like 
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ceived it to be the dying echoes 
of a fired cannon, probably some 
vessel in distress! Again, he 
heard it in loud and distinct 
sounds, and found, at length, it 
was the harmony of voices, sing- 
ing, as he judged from the tune, 
one of the hymns used at the 
Bethel prayer-meetings. The 
voices evidently were at a great 
distance, but, borne over the wide 
space of waters, reached him in 
soft and pleasing music, and caus- 
ed him to feel a joyful recollec- 
tion of the song heard by the 
shepherds, whilst watching their 
flocks by night in the fields of 
Rethlehem. When the morning 
opened upon them, an English 
ship was observed to the west- 
ward, nearly hull-down. “Sir,” 
said he, “ I can give you no idea 
of my gladness in anticipating 
that the day was coming, and now 
opened upon us, like the morning 
when every ship should be navi- 
gated by men fearing God and 
working righteousness.” 
NV. Y. Rel. Chron. 





— 


MISSIONARY. 
FOREIGN. 


PALESTINE MISSION. 





Tse journals of the American mis- 
sionaries in the land of Palestine, fur- 
nish continual evidences of the de- 
plorable ignorance and superstition of 
the inhabitants. Of this we find acuri- 
ous specimen recorded in the journal of 
Mr. Goodell, while he was resident at 
Sidon, 








“ June 16. At Sidon commenced the 
study of Turkish with Armenian charac- 
ters, the language best spoken, written 
and understood by the great body of the 
Armenians. I have for my instructet 
Jacob Aga, an Armenian bishop, who is 
now English agent at Sidon. There is, 
in the same house, another Armenian 
bishop, of the name of Dyonissios, who 
is Neapolitan agent. The former of 
these bishops has married a wife of the 
name of Eve, from a Maronite family. 
In consequence of this marriage, she 
and all her father’s house were excom- 
municated by the Maronite patriarch. 
Christians wf different rites were ready 
to tear the bishop in pieces, simply for 
marrying a wife. One of them last 
year, asked Mr. King if it was not his 
duty to go and kill him secretly. Mr. 
K. told him he thought it would be well 
to read what St. Paul says on the sub- 
ject of a bishop being “ the husband 
of one wife,” and if Paul said, “ kill 
him,”’ then by a]l means killhim. Eve 
now attends the Latin church, and 
comes home wonderfully edified with 
the Latin service, of which she under- 
stands not a syllable. 

“ Saturday 19. A Turkish barber 
came and shaved Jacob’s head witha 
razor, combed his beard, cracked all the 
joints of his arms and fingers, and inyok- 
ed a blessing upon him.” 


—— 


JEWS IN GERMANY. 


The follewing artigles respecting the Jews, 
we select from the London Jewish Ex 
positor. 

FRANKFORT. 


On the 20th of October, 1821, a Jew- 
ish teacher from Baden, after having 
been instructed in the truths of salva- 
tion, made his public confession of faith, 
and was baptized in the death of Jesus. 

The same privilege was also granted 
on the 2d of November, to an Israelite 
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veterinary surgeon, who has since been 
taken into employ by the Dutch gov- 
ernment, and, as we understand, has re- 
ceived an appointment in the colonies. 

On the 21st of December, a Jewish 
student of medicine was received into 
the Christian church by baptism, after 
previous instruction and profession of 
faith. He is now in Holland, where he 
carries on his profession with success. 

On the 26th, a Jewish teacher from 
Moravia, professed his faith in the Son 
of God before the congregation, and 
became a member of the Christian 
church by baptism. 

An Israelite tradesman had for some 
time been in connexion with our Socie- 
ty. We had great satisfaction in ob- 
serving his growth in grace, and how 
the love of Jesus filled his heart. He 
was admitted into the church of Christ 
by baptism, on the 11th of Jan. 1822. 

On the 22d of February, a Jewish stu- 
dent from Prussian Poland, was baptiz- 
ed. He had been previously connect- 
ed with Christian professors of univer- 
sities, and he was admitted to baptism 
in consequence of the earnest desire 
he had expressed to make a public pro- 
fession of his faith in the Lord Jesus. 

In the beginning of the same year, an 
Israelite teacher arrived here who for 
some time had resided in Switzerland ; 
he had there come in contact with some 
pious Christians, which had proved a 
blessing to his soul. He had already 
experienced the power of faith in Jesus 
Christ, and was well acquainted with 
the New Testament; but wishing to be 
mote firmly established in his faith, he 
requested further instruction ; at length 
he made a public statement of what the 
Lord had done for his soul, and became 
a member of the church of Christ by 
baptism on the 14th of April. 

In the month of April, 1823, an Isra- 
elite of considerable attainments, who 
had studied medicine and otner sciences, 
came here with recommendations from 
Berlin. Family connexions had pre- 
vented his joining the Christian church 











; in that capital. Proper instruction was 


given to him, and after having made his 
profession of faith before the congre- 
gation, he was baptized on the 16th of 
May ; we have every reason to hope 
that that day will ever be kept in bless- 
ed remembrance. 

In the month of July, a young Israel- 
ite female was recommended to us, who 
manifested a strong desire for the bless- 
ings of Christianity, and wished, as she 
expressed herself, to become a _ real 
Christian, and to be assured of her in- 
terest in the everlasting salvation of 
the Lord Jesus: as she could not read 
German, she set herself immediately to 
acquire that knowledge. She received 
also proper instruction in the doctrines 
of the Gospel, and on the 26th of No- 
vember she made a profession of faith 
and was baptized. 





BERDITCHEF. 


I wow will add a fact, which seems 
peculiarly interesting. A young Jew 
at Berditchef, had been led to the ex- 
amination of the truth of Christianity, 
by some books given to him by Mr. 
Moritz. When he heard that M. and 
G. were gone to Berlin, to join the 
Christian Church, he could not resist 
the impulse of his mind, to apply for 
Christian instruction in the same way. 
But knowing that his friends would op- 
pose his departure, he stole away, un- 
der the pretence of a journey to Brody 
upon mercantile business, and set out in 
search of his friends. He did not know, 
indeed, whether they were still in Ber- 
lin, or whether they might not be gone 
to England; for he supposed, that the 
most pious Christians were to be found 
in the place from whence the many ex- 
cellent books proceed, namely, in Eng- 
land. He determined, however, to 
travel from place to place, till he had 
found his friends, Thus he arrived in 
Berlin two months since ; and not know- 
ing where else to apply, he inquired of 
the Rabbi for his two apostate friends. 











Jews in 


Germany. 








The Rabbi, however, reprimanded him | 
very sharply for applying to him on 
such a business. And then the poor 
inexperienced Jew went into King- 
street, the principal street of Berlin, 
and inquired from shop to shop where 


to find the two Berditchef Jews, who | 


lately had become Christians. He sup- 
posed this to be an event of such im- 
portance, that it must be known through 
the whole capital. He probably met 
with many who made a sport of his sim- 
plicity ; but he at length came to the 
shop of a Christian tradesman, who con- 
ducted him to his two Berditchef 
friends. Great was the joy on both 
sides, He took up his residence with 
them in the same room, and entreated 
them to begin, without delay, to instruct 
him in the Christian religion. He lis- 
tened as to an oracle, to every word 
spoken to him, especially by M. He 
gave himself up to the study of the 
New Testament, and in the course of 
one week, he made up his mind to em- 
brace Christianity. He then applied to 
a minister for regular instruction, in 
which he is still engaged. He conducts 
himself very well; but his mind is 








much exercised by anxiety as to his fu- 
ture subsistence, O that the friends of | 
Israel in Great-Britain would assist us | 
with their advice, how to arrange for | 
such helpless proselytes! We have 
here only one Christian among the 
tradesmen, who takes any active interest 
in the outward situation of these con- 
verts. I should, with all my heart, exert 
myself for them amongst the trades 
people ; but I am utterly unacquainted 
with any of them. One striking cir- 
cumstance I must here mention, which 
deserves the notice of your Committee. 
I learn from L., that the young people 
in and about Berditchef are ina state of 
great agitation ; and that if a missiona- 
ry were sent to them, they would in 
crowds decide for Christianity. I trust 








your Committee will be able te profit by y 


this hint. 








RUSSIAN POLAND. 
Letter frem Mr. Moritz. 

Aug. 11, 1824.—The Jews in this 
place rejoiced to see me again, and 
numbers flocked around me begging 
books, but I keot them waiting till I had 
found a properlodging. My small stock 
of nine Hebrew, and eight Jewish-Ger- 
man Testaments, of 350 Hebrew, and 
168 Jewish-German Tracts, were all dis- 
tributed in the space often days, and the 
demand for books was still unabated. 

Hardly a day has passed without some 
of the better informed Jews coming to 
me for frieadly conversation, and they 
seemed allto listen with the greatest 
attention tc the plain doctrines of the 
cross, whica the Lord by his Spirit en- 
abled me toplace before them in meek- 
ness and Icve; and although they alf¥ 
know that ] am an apdstate from their 
religion, yet no abuse is offered to me 
on that acccunt ; they seem rather now 
to place mote confidence in me, than it 
I had been a native Christian : and hav- 
ing been taught by the grace of God, 
that bringeth salvation, to live righte- 
ously, soberly, and godly before the 
eyes of my former brethren, and they 
not beholding my wicked heart of un 
belief, and those inward struggles with 
sin and the flesh, which I have daily to 
encounter, think me much better than 
most of their own community ; and com- 
paring me with those that have been 
baptized here, and even with the native 
Christians, they form the conclusion 
with the Jews at Jerusalem, “ That a 
better Spirit must reign among our 
Christians, than among those that sur- 
round them.” Oh, that they were 
made willing to acknowledge Him, who 
by his infinite mercy and compassion 
has made me to diff-r, though Iam not 
worthy the least of his favours! Bless- 
ed be his n: me for his pardoning grace 
and redeeming lov ; ‘t were not for 
these his attributes, | «.ould have now 
lifted up my eyes in that horrible place, 
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where there is howling, and weeping, 
and gnashing of teeth! 

There have been hitherto no disput- 
ing Jews with me, and!I have the plea- 
sure to see, that the fruit of my labours 
in this place more than five years ago, 
united with those of my present endeav 
ours, are very cheering and encourag- 
ing; not indeed that to ny knowledge 
any have actually been tuned unto the 
Lord, but that almost allthe Bochrim, 
(young studentsat the Beth Hamedrash) 
have begun to lay aside the fables and 
traditions of the rabbies in the Talmud, 
und begin diligently to search and to 
study the Scripture of the Jld Testa- 
ment, Even in those preparative 





has been kept back from baptism by 
respect for his father. The latter, a 
man 63 years of age, is now here on a 
visit to his son, who has laid open to 
him the whole state of his mind, and 
has been treated with the greatest can- 
dour and tenderness by the father. 1 
have also had two long conversations 
with this gentleman, and must respect 
him as a person truly in the fear of God, 
and an inquirer after the truth: the 
great stumbling-b'ock is, that he does 
not know himself as a poor lost sinner, 
but seeks to be justified by his own 
righteousness. I have, however, strong 
reason to hope, from his truly earnest 
state of mind, that the Lord will enable 
him to find the truth. The son lately 





schools where the young bors begin to 
be instructed in the law, anc afterwards 
in the first rudiments of the Talmud, the 
Holy Scriptures are now to supersede 
the Talmud, and some of the school. | 
masters have promised me even to in- | 
troduce the New Testament. 





POLAND. 
Letter from the Rev. A.M’ Caul. 








Sept. 20, 1824.—Few disputing Jews | 
Visit us. Most ofthose with whom we 
have to do, come either to hear our 
opinions, or directly to receive Christian | 
instruction. There are also several in- | 
filel Jews, who feel dissatisfied with 
their philosophical principles, and de- 
sire to know something better. These 
men confess open'y, that they have no f 
peace ; and our intercourse with them, 
is, for ourselves, peculiarly instructive, 
as we sce how little unassisted human 
reason can do, either in purifying the 
soul, or making it happy. One who 
formerly belonged to this class, but whe 
for more than a year has known some- 
thing of te sweetness of the gospel, 
said to me lately, “ So long as I was a 
philosopher, I changed my system every 
year, and yet I could not find peace in 
any.” He is a man of education, and 
ofgteat renute here as a physician. He 











| mentioned to mea circumstance, which 
_ you may perhaps find interesting. He 


was called to attend asick person. He 
found his state dangerous, and began to 
speak to him upon the only way of ac. 
ceptance through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The sick man, though a nominal Chris- 
tian, answered asan infidel. The phy- 
sician warned him earnestly, told him 
that he was yet young in his experi- 
ence of the Gospel, and advised him to 
send for one of us, but the other was too 
hardened. This made a very peculiar 
impression on me. Tcannot but regard 
it as something uncommon, to seo a 
Jewish physician preaching the gospel 
to a dying Christian. 
—— 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


BeTugtsporp, a Hottentct settlement 
of about 1200 persons, is situated 500 
miles east of Cape Town, in South Afri- 
ca. The London Missionary Society 
established a mission here in 1802, 
which has been attended with great 
success. Multitudesof these degraded 
people have embraced Christianity, and 
have honoured their profession. ‘Their 
improvements in civilization and the 
rts, as stated ina letter from the Su- 
perintendent of the civil concerns of the 


















































Mackinaw Mission. 











{nstitution,. dated Sept. 8, 1824, and 
published in the London Missionary 
Chronicle for February, are truly sur- 
prising. 

The Hottentots, he says, are becom- 
ing more and more industrious. Build- 
ings have been erected, and are erect- 
ing, such as many around us hever ex- 
pected to see The Sabbath schools 
continue to flourish: the adults as well 
as the children are making great pro- 
gress ; a great interest is taken by them, 
and glorious results are anticipated. 
Opposite to the new church, is a fine 
stone building, erected by the Hotten- 
tots, which measures sixty feet by twen- 
ty, for a school-house, where the chil- 
lren are taught daily in the English 
language, and make great progress. 
Near the church stands also a work- 
house for the poor buiit by the Hotten- 
tots. For the aid of these a coilection 
is taken up at the chapel door every 
Lord’s-day. The blacksmith shop, 
which is 60 feet by 20, contains six 
jorges, a brass foundry, and other requi- 
sites for carrying on extensive business. 
Mr. Arnot, who has the management of 
it, has eight Hottentot apprentices.— 
There are likewise several Hottentot 
apprentices and journeymen to the 
shoemaking business. Around the set- 
tlement are several respectable cottages; 
and a road has been made to the gar- 
dens in the vicinity, which are improv- 
ing in their appearance. The Hotten- 
tots of Bethelsdorp have purchased a 
number of farms near the settlement ; 
and when the letter was written, they 
were contracting for one, at the price of 
5,500 rix dollars. Fam. Vie. 


(oP ey, 


DOMESTIC. 


—__——— 


BAPTIST MISSIONS, 

Sixce our last, letters have been re- 
ceived from several of t'ie missionary 
stations under the superintendence of 

Vor. VI— New Series. 


- 


the General Convention ; all of which 


breathe a hope that the good work of 
the Lord in turning sinners from the er- 


rours of their ways, isabout to be ex- 
perienced by the children of the forest. 

From the Vailey Towns, we learn that 
the favourable indications of the divine 
blessing, mentioned in former letters, 
continue to gladden the hearts of the 
missionaries. 

At the Withington station, notwith- 
standing the unsettled state of the In- 
dians, who are fearful that they shall be 
obliged to remove beyond the Missis~ 
sippi, great attention has recently been 
paid by them to divine things, 

The Tinsawattee Scheol, situated near 
Bread Town, Cherokee Nation, Ten- 
nessee, in which from 25 tg 30 young 
Cherokees are taught*by Mr. O’Bryant, 
under the superintendence of the Rev. 
Littleton Mecks, appears to be in a 
promising condition. ‘The children are 
very attentive to their studies, and their 
parents are much pleased with the ad- 
vantages they are likely to derive from 
the instructions of Mr. O’Bryant. Ata 
late visit to the station, brother Meeks 
baptized three persons, on a profession 
of faith, two of whom were Jndiang. 
Expectations are indulged by brother 
Meeks. that others of the poor natives 
have tasted that the Lord is gracious, 

The Tonnawanda School, in Gennese 
see county, New-York, en account of 
which was given in the Luminary for 
February last, seems to be prospering. 
The pagan opposition has ceased, and 
three of the Indians have been bape 
uzed. 





——_— 


MACKINAW MISSION, 


Unner the superintendence of the 
United Foreign Missionary Society, was 
commenced in October, 1823. it is si- 
tuated on the island of Michilimacki- 
nack, within the limits of the Michigan 
territory. 

A letter from one of the teachers, 








dated April 3th, and published ip the 
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Western Recorder, gives a gratifying 
account of the state of the school and 
the progress of the scholars—which ex- 
ceeds the expectation of the friends of 
this mission, considering that the boys 
have been but a few months in the mis- 
sion family-—came ignorant of the Eng- 
lish language, and of religious truth— 
and the supply of books has been very 
deficient—At the examination at the 
end of the second quarter. children 
could not only spell with grewt facility 
and correctness, but read intelligibly in 
the Bible, and write a legible hand. 
And a few could pass a good examina- 
tion in arithmetic, grammar, and geo- 
graphy. Also, during the last quarter, 
the boys committed to memory and 





recited 5,257 vérses in the Bible and 
biblical questions. As favourable in-| 


formation is also given of the female | 


department. This mission is said to be | 
gaining the confidence of the people. | 
The children received amount now to | 
fifty, and fifty more might be received, | 
if they could be accommodated and | 
supported. “QO! (says the writer) when | 
will the church awake to the interests 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom, that the 
word of life and salvation may be sent 
to the thousands of immortal beings | 
who are now perishing without know- 


ledge and without hope.”—Mackinaw 


is considered an important place for a 
missionary establishment, as it is the 
seat of the Indian trade, the resort of 
thousands, and the channel through 
which all moral and religious instruction 
must be sent to these perishing souls. — 
The missionaries, in difficult and em- 
barrassed circumstances, have recéived 
the joyful intelligence, that the United 
States’ government will pay two-thirds 
of the expense of their buildings, and 
$500 annually for the support of the 
mission. 
— 
INDIAN YOUTH. 

Tuk following interesting anecdote is 

from the journal of a missionary at Green 








Bay, Michigan Territory. 


_—— — 





‘¢ One day, as I was telling the chil. 
dren the importance of being prepared 
for death, which was the certain fate of 


} all, while life was very uncertain, a lad 


asked in a low tone when he should 
die? I answered it was unknown to 
me, but was perfectly known to God, 
who is the sustainer of our lives and 
the father of our spirits. I then en. 
deavoured to impress upon them the 
importance of prayer. The Lord's 
prayer was then repeated to them, and 
they were told it was the best of pray. 
ers, as it was first used and recommend. 
ed by the Saviour of the world,—and 
that it specified all for which :t was ne 
cessary for us to pray, both for soul and 
body. They were told that all good 
people and children prayed to God 
both morning and evening.” 

The boy related to his grandfather 
all he had heard, and continued from 
day to day his entreaties to have him 
pray, and observed to him, * you cannot 
be good unless you pray.” At length 
the old chief called, and informed me of 
his desire to hear what we must say 
when we supplicate the Great Spirit. 
The Lord’s prayer was repeated to him, 
and he continued for several days, often 
calling with a view to hear that prayer 
repeated to him 

The boy at length came to me, with 
his countenance expressing the great- 
est joy, saying, “ My grand-father is 
good now.” Why? saidI. He ar- 
swered, “because he prays.” And 
what does he say when he prays? “He 
says, ‘O Father, thou dwellest in the 
highest heavens.’” Here he paused-- 
What else does he say ?—* Let thy 
name be great in all the earth.” Whiat 
else? “Let thy chieftainship be over 
all the world—let thy will be on earth 
the same as in heaven.” I asked the 
boy what made him so rejoiced? “ Be- 
cause,” said he, “my grand-father will 
now be a good man, and when he dies 
he will not go to a dark place, but to 
that country where the light is very 
bright, very bright indeed !” 
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I was quite agreeably surprised at the 
language of the child, and almost ready 
to conclude that his tender heart had 
peen illuminated by Him who has de- 
clared that he is “the light of the 


world.” 








MISCELLANEOUS. 
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LIVERPOOL FLOATING CHAPEL. 





From the Third Report. 


A man, well known as one who man- 
ages the discharging and loading of ves- 
sels, having been noticed to attend con- 
stantly the Floating Chapel, was asked 
by one of the Bethel friends, what ac- 
quaintance he had with the important 
things he heard delivered. When he 
gave the following account of himself: 
“ T have, Sir, (said he) until these few 


months past, lived like a beast ; indeed, | 


worse, for they do not blaspheme, get 
drunk, &c. In allthese vices IT wasa 
willing slave. Being prevailed upon to 
visit the Seaman’s Chapel one Sabbath, 
Iwas struck with the truths that were 
delivered from the Scriptures: the 
thought followed me home and _ harass- 
ed me several days, that if they were 
true, | was condemned already ; how- 
ever, IL attended again and again, and 
began to hope, from the promises I 
heard of God’s mercy in Christ Jesus, 
that if I prayed to God for grace, he 
would help me with resolution to break 
off my wicked habits. I had great rea- 
son to bless the name of the Lord, 
who heard and answered prayer with 
grace, and by the teachings of His Holy 
Spirit. Isaw sin exceeding sinful; 1 
found great pleasure in reading the Bi- 
ble; before this, I could sit down to my 
meals or turn into bed like a brute: 
now, I pray for God’s blessing on my 
food—on all I do—my uprising and 
downsitting; my home is a happy re- 








tirement, and the ale house is forsaken ; 
I fear an oath; my family is cor forta- 
ble ; my home is clean; my wife cheer- 
fully meets me, and on every opportu- 
nity goes with me to the Bethel Prayer 
Meetings ” He blessed God that He 
put it into the minds of His people to 
purchase a ship for preaching, and hop- 
ed their reward would be in heaven. 

A seaman, who had been observed 
much affected during the prayer meet- 
ing, took one of the members by the 
hand, and, with tears, expressed his fer 
vent thanks to God for the Institution 
of the Bethel Union in Liverpoo!. He 
was requested to relate in what way 
this institution had been useful to him. 
He replied, “I have been many years 
at sea; in dangers and perils often- 
times; in battles and in shipwreck ; but 
none of these softened my hard heart, 
nor convinced me I wasa sinner. The 
last Sabbath day I attended the preach- 
ing on board of the Floating Chapel ; 
through the ministry of the word 
preached, the Lord was pleased to open 
the eyes of my mind, and convince me 
of sin; that I was wretched and miser 
able, tossing about in the gulf that leads 
to hell. I feel penitent, and by God’s 
help, | pray for pardon, Although my 
heart is oppressed and broken, on ac- 
count of my past wicked life, 1 yet feel 
a gleam of joy, springing from hope in 
the encouragement given me by the 
promises of God, for returning sinners, 
and that God, through his Son Jesus 
Christ, wou'd witness to my heart, by 
his Spirit, that my sins are forgiven.” 
After a little conversation, suitable to 
the subject, they separated, 

In this manner the Holy Spirit ren, 
ders the Gospel, from time to time, “the 
power of God unto salvation,” and 
proves, that the Saviour’s personal min- 
istry in the ships of Gallilee was a sacred 
pledge that his gracious presence would 
be “always, even unto the end of the 
world,” with those who, in obelience 
to his example, ‘enter into a ship and 
teach the people.’ Rec. & Tel. 
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THK BIBLE AMONG SEAMEN, 


Duaine the past year, one Captain | 


has called twice on the Agent of the 
Marine Bible Society, of New-York, to 
pay for Bibles formerly received, and to 


obtain more. The last time, he stated, i 


that one crew had sailed with him four 
voyages in succession, whereas former- 
ly, he had never been able to retain 
the same crew for more than one voy- 
age. Thischange for the better he at 
tributes to reading the Bible ! 

As the agent was not long since pass- 


ing by a ship returned from a recent | 


voyage to the Baltic Sea, he was accost- 
ed by the Captain, who gave a history 
of the Bibles furnished at the com- 
mencement of the voyage. All on board 
except the second mate, were then ex 
ceedingly profane. Before they arrived 
at Petersburg he did not hear a profane 
word spoken on board ; a visible refor- 
mation continued during their stay in 
port and on the passage heme. When 
entering the port of New-York, the crew 
all came aft,and begged to be shipped 
for another voyage, When they were 
puid off, they purchased all the Bibles 
on board, 

On going along side a fishing vessel 
lately, and hailing her, one of tie crew 
,came upon deck, out of the cabin, with- 
ou' his hat, wi h the Bible I supplied to 
the vesse] inhishand. It appeared that 
many of the crew could not read, and 
that it was the practice of those who 
could read, to read to those that could 
not, especially on the Sabbath day ; in 
this manner they were employed when 
the agent went along side. 

*{ am persuaded that the Bibles dis 
tributed amongst seamen by your so- 
ciety, have been the means of doing 
vast good to that class of the communi- 
ty,” said the mate of a certain vessel. 
“ never expected to live to witness 
So astonishing an alteration in their ex- 
ternal behaviour. We carry twenty-two 
hands, and here you wil! never hear an 
oath, or see 4 man overcome by an im- 






a, 


The mate of the Maria-Louisa lately 
said toa member, “ Let our cargo be 

what it may, our Bibles are the best and 
! greatest treasure we have on board: jt 
| isthe chart of all charts to us poor 
sailors. Whata great thing it is that 
| such an institution as yours was ever 
| thought of ” 
| <A respectable pilot, of New-York, says 
| that he knows at least an hundred sea. 
men who have been hopefully convert- 
ed from the errour of their ways by 
means of Bibles, Tracts, and other gra- 
tuitous means of grace, within a year or 
! two. Many instances have fallen under 
|| our observation where seamen on ar- 
'| riving in port, and receiving their pay, 
i have voluntarily called to pay for Bibles 
'| long before furnished them gratuitously. 
| Captains of vessels who made no pre- 
| tensions to piety themselves, have told 
| us that they have become satisfied, that 
|| it is good policy as matter of discipline, 
i to distribute religious books among sea- 
men, * I will buy one of your bibles,” 
said one, “ for examples’ sake, and to 





‘ 


encourage the Society; for I have wit- 
nessed much good to result from the 
reading of the Scriptures supplied by 
your institution—it is one of the grand- 
est ever formed for bettering the condi- 
tion of sailors,” Mar. Mag. 


——— 


COUNTRY TOWNS—ANECDOTE., 


Curistians who live in the interior, 
seem to think, because they are remov- 
ed from the seaboard, and the seats of 
commerce, that they have no part in 
the efforts that are making to evangel- 
ize seamen, and are under no obliga- 
tion to contribute any thing for their 
promotion. This is a gross errour ; 
seamen are the boast of the nation; to 
them we are indebted for intercourse 
with other nations; to carry our mis- 
sionaries to different parts of the world, 
and to bring in return, tidings of their 
success , on their perilous labours rest 
the best hopes of the community. 








moderate use of liquor.” 


Where is there a town or village that 
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fas not mourned over the loss of some 
sailor sacrificed to the preservation of 
his country? Were not our firesides 
guarded, our trade maintained, our lib- 
erties preserved, by the toil and blood 
of seamen ? 
on the sympathy of their countrymen 
in general? Can inland towns, then, 


Do they not very properly subscribe to 
the claims of the heathen, in Missionary 
Societies: and what have the heathen 
ever done for the safety, peace or comfort 
of America ? Should the torch of war be 


permitted once more to blaze along our | 


coasts, must not sailors again step for- 
ward to convoy our trade, or to repel 
hostile fleets? And arethey to perish 
‘in guilt and ignorance, while we so hb- 
erally provide for the instruction and 
salvation of distant heathen ?—We have 
an anecdote in point, which, while it 
shows the characteristic pertness of these 
neglected men, cloquently enforces 
their claims upon the benevolence of all 
classes of our countrymen, indiscrimi- 
nately. It was observed by an infirm 
sailor, who recently applied to the over- 
seer of the poor ina certain inland town, 
and was informed that he did not belong 
to their town—* I don’t know as to that, 
Mr. Overseer,—but this I know, that I 
lost my precious limbs in fighting for 
all the towns in America!” What heart 
could resist such an appeal ? 
Mar. Mag. 
— 
MARINERS’ G©HURCH IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 

Many of the seamen who form this 
interesting congregation, are accustom- 
ed, when leaving port, to send by the 
pilot, a letter to the Rev. Mr. East- 
burn, in testimony of their respect 
and attachment to him, of gratitude 
for his labours of love, and breath- 
ing ardent desires to be remembered in 
the prayers offered up in the Mariners’ 
¢hurch. These letters are always inte- 
resting, and while heari: g extracts from 

them read in the Mariners’ meeting, we 


Mariners’ Chure 


And have sailors no elaim |) 
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_ utterly unknown. 


| the great change which has taken place, 
inquire, what have we to do with sailors ? | 
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naturally look back to the not far distant 
period, when a letter from a ship bound 
to aforeign port, and signed by all hands 
breathing the Spirit of sincere devotion, 
and affectionately and earnestly request- 
ing the prayers of the pious, was a thing 
In contemplating 


and is now effecting among Seamen, in 
all parts of the world, the grateful heart 
is led to exclaim, What hath God 
wrought ! 

Having been favoured with one of 
the letters alluded to above, we subjoin 
an extract. 


Reedy Island, December 18, 1824. 


“ The undersigned, an officer of the 
brig America, on leaving Philadelphia, 
Tuesday last, bound to Marseilles, was 
most sensibly impressed with the kind- 
ness of that Providence whith has pre- 
pared the way for our beloved and valu- 


| able seafaring brethren—to have the 


word of life communicated to them by 
the establishment of Mariners’ churches 
—and by the most zealous and affection- 


| ate labours of the Rev. Mr. Eastburn, at 


Philadelphia—Do hereby present my 
own grateful acknowledgments—and 
do earnestly beg the prayers of the 
Mariners’ church, that 1 may feel more 
and more sensibly the reality of divine 
things, that God would preserve and de- 
fend me and all the crew on this voyage 
and return us in safety—to present our 
still more increasing gratitude and 
praise, not only for ourselves, but in 
having our hearts animated—that many 
of our beloved brethren are brought, 
through the arduous labours of him who 
ministers at the Mariners’ church, to 
see their lost condition, to realize the 
agonizing love of the Son of God, and 
to embrace him as presented in the 
Gospel. Oh! 1 know something of the 
value of an immortal seul! My heart 
bleeds for my brethren, the seamen, and 
I long to see them all embracing those 
pure and holy principles, which will 
raise them to the dignity of not only 















































- ae 










214 





THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 








valuable but happy members of society. 
Oh that seamen would not let heaven 
and happiness go for the unsatisfying 
pleasures of a moment—be assured 
there isa reality in all that the Almigh- 
ty God has told us about heaven and 
hel’, and he has given his Son to die 
for you, and for me, and all that will re- 
ceive him. Hf in his love so wonderful, 
Oh how will his wrath, enkindled, open 
the eyes of all that do not obey the 
Gospel of his rich grace, to the tor- 
menting misery of a guilty conscience. 
Your ministers see your condition while 
out of Christ; relieve the anxious heart, 


Jet us, beloved sailors, increase the num- 
ber of those who shall arise from the 
Mariners’ church on earth, to a more 
pure and glorious church in heaven, and 
follow the Captain of our Salvation in 
pulling down the triumphs of the ad- 
versary, and establishing those of the 
Cross of Jesus wherever we go.” 
Chris. Gaz. 


2 ERR 


REV. J. FLETCHER’S SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Tne information contained in the fol- 
lowing narrative, communica‘ed for 
publication in the Recorder, is calculat- 
ed to rekindle the zeal and reanimate 
the exertions of the teachers and super- 


intendents of Sabbath Schools, in the 


‘ laudable and important enterprise in 


which they are engaged. 

“ For many years, this worthy father 
had felt, with the deepest solicitude, the 
deplorable condition of poor unin- 
structed children; and, some time be- 
fore his death, ii¢ opened a school, in 
which he daily taught them himself. 
After pursuing this course for some 
time, he established a school in Madely 
Wood. But afterward, his thoughts 
were much employed about Sunday 
Schools. He earnestly engaged in the 
promotion of them in ‘pis own parish. 
Three hundred ghilg;.. ° were soon col- 


legted, whom*-- 


e snstructeds by 








| the laws of our country. 
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meetings, before the schools were open- 
ed. The schools, after their organiza- 
tion, he attended with the utmost dilj- 
gence to the Thursday before his !ast jj}. 
ness. With the view of encouraging the 


|} children, he gave them little hymn 
|| books, directing them to some friend or 


neighbour, who would teach them the 
hymns, and instruct them to sing. The 
little creatures were greatly pleased with 
this new employment; and many of 
them would scarcely allow themselves 
time to eat or sleep, through intense 
desire of learning their lessons. At 
every meeting, he distinguished by 


comfort your converted brethren, and || some little reward those who had made 


| the greatest proficiency. 


* When he observed that the num- 
ber of children, instead of falling off, as 


| was expected, continually increased, he 


wrote some proposals to the parish, 
which were received with great human- 
ity. Many of the rich, and those em- 
ployed in trade, afforded assistance, not 
only to defray the expense of teachers, 
but also to raise a convenient house in 
Colebrook-Dale, for the instruction of 
the numerous children that were on that 
side of the parish, 

“Of his proposals the following is an 
extract :——*‘ Our national depravity 
turns greatly on these two hinges, the 
profanation of the Lord’s-day and the 
neglect of the education of children, 
Till some way is found of stopping up 
those two great inlets of wickedness, 
we must expect to see our work-houses 
filled with aged parents forsaken by 
their prodigal children, with wives for- 
saken by their faithless husbands, and 
with the wretched offspring of lewd 
women and drunken men. Nay, we may 
expect to see the gaols and even the 


gallows largely stocked (to the perpetu- 


al reproach of our nation) with unhap- 
py wretches, ready to fall a sacrifice to 
It is a com- 
mon observation, that public criminals, 
when they come to their unhappy end, 
and make their dying declarations to 
the world, generally charge their sinfu! 








Glasgow Missionary Society. 
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eourses in which they have lived to the | 
neglect and abuse of the Lord’ s-day, as | 


speaker and his cause reflect honour on 
eachother. This was certainly the case 


the first occasion of leading them into last evening, when the Rey. John French 
all wickedness. And considering how | | pleaded the cause of the Glasgow Mis- 
frequeutly these declarations are re- | sionary Society, or rather of missions in 


peated, and how many other instances | 


| general; for so catholic was the dis- 


of the same kind, though less public, } course, that I am not sure the particular 


are notorious enough to those who will | 


observe them, they may well be a warn- 
ing to us, to consider a religious obser- | 
vation of the Lord’s-day, as the best H 
preservation of virtue and religion, and | 
the neglect and profanation of it as the | 
greatest inlet to vice and wickedness.” | 

May we not add to the testimony | 
of this good man, and say, The want of | 
education in children is one of the prin- | 
c pal causes of the misery of families, 
cities, and nations; ignorance, vice, and | 
misery being constant companions! 
The hardest heart must melt at the me- 
Jancholy sight of such a number of chil- 
dren, both male and female, who live in 
gross ignorance and habitual profana- 
tion of the Lord’s-day. What crowds | 
fill the strects, fields, and woods, tempt-_ 
ing each other to all kinds of wicked. 
ness; particularly idleness and lewd- | 
ness! Is it any wonder we should have | 
so many disobedient children, unfaith- | 
ful apprentices, undutiful servants, un- 
trusty workmen, treacherous subjects, 
and bad members of society ? Whence 
so much rapine, fornication, and blas- 
phemy? Do not all these evils centre 
in ignorance and contempt of the Lord’s- 
day? And shall WE do nothing to 
check these growing evils ? 


Ie 


GLASGOW MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


We have been favoured with the pe- 
susal of the Glasgow Chronicle, of April 
2ist ; from which we extract the follow- 
ing notice of the eloquence of Rev. | 
John French, employed in pleading the 
missionary cause. 

“* Sir—When superior abilities, aided 
by powerful eloquence, are excited in 








favour of a great and good design, the | 


' Society was mentioned. 


“ There was a torrent of information 
poured on the very large congregation 
—there was a boldness in his statements, 


| and a confidence in his appeals, which 


showed a heart glowing with zeal for 


'| the cause he was pleading—a cause, of 


the success of which he entertained so 
little doubt, and gave his audience credit 
for the same opinions—that he gave it 
as his decided belief that a man could 
not be a Christian and possess common 
sense, who did net support and encour- 
age missions. 

“Some passages are peculiarly feli- 
citous; when he showed it was the du- 
ty of all classes to support missions— 
when he pointed to the advantages the 
statesman, the navigator, the merchant, 
the mere man of science, the geogra- 
pher, the natural historian, &c. had de- 
rived from them, I could have wished 
all the world to have heard him, 

“When he took up the objection that 
some might raise respecting the appli- 
cation of the funds of these Societies, 
he‘said something like this :—“ Is there 
not honour enough among the nobility, 
penetration enough among the states- 
men, arithmetic enough among men of 
science, zeal enough among the clergy, 
who take an active part in these Socie- 
ties, to secure a proper administration 
of the funds ?”” 

‘“‘ Again, when he held out missionary 
objects as alike interesting to the lawn- 
sleaved bishop or the poor curate—the 
minister of the established church or 
his dissenting brother—a broad and 
sweeping declaration was made, which 


| no sophistry could resist or turn aside,” 


AvpbITor. 
April 18th, 1825. 
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RELIGIOUS TRACTS IN FRANCE. 

From the March number of the Edin 
burgh Christian Instructor, we learn 
that a Society has been recently form- 
ed in Glasgow for the printing and dis- 
tributing of religious tracts in Krance. 
In their appeal to the public, the Com- 
mittee of the Society state that low, 
immoral, and profane ballads are now 
circulated in that kingdom with unpar- 
alleled diligence ; that the myriads of 
hawkers, who traverse every district 
and corner of the country, go out load- 
ed with these pernicious publications, 
and that their effects are demoralizing 
in the extreme. The Committee be- 
heve that if Religious Historical Tracts, 
printed and done up in the same form 
as those of an opposite tendency, could 
be sold to hawkers at a cheaper rate, it 
would go far to throw out of the market 
these sceds of infidelity and wicked- 
ness. Indeed, they say, the experi- 
ment on a small scale, has been made : 
through the liberality of Christians in 
Scotland, thousands of tracts have been 
printed, and having been furnished to 
the hawkers at a low price, have been 
extensively circulated, and have done 
much good. It will be the aim of the 
new Society to give system and perma- | 
nency to the efforts of all who may be 
disposed to engage in this good cause. 
The Committee close their appeal to 
the public with the relation of the fol- | 
lowing animating fact, which they say 
came under the personal observation of 

one of their number. 
A translation of the tract “ Serious 
thoughts on Eternity,” had found its 
way into the shop of Mr. B , a man- 








Testament ; this was a book he had 
never seen, and he longed to searc}, 
further into a subject which now ap. 
peared to him of immense moment: he 
searched every store in town to see if 
they contained such a book, and at last 
in the shop of a bookseller, to whom a 
Protestant clergyman had sent a few 
copies, with the faint hope that they 
might meet a purchaser, he discovered 
the volume he wanted: he read the 
tract again, and consulted all the pages 
inthe New Testament referred to; he 
pondered what these things could 
mean ; he was awakened to a serious 
concern for his immortal soul, and the 
New Testament was now his constant 
study. At length he thought with him- 
self,—are there none that are concerned 
about these truths? And he concluded, 
that the individual who had sent the 
|| New Testament to the bookseller, must 
surely feel their importance and value 
He had made the necessary inquiries, 
and found that it had been sent by the 
Protestant clergyman at T——; he 
wrote to a friend in the same town, re- 
questing him to call upon the clergy- 
man to say that he had seen the Nev. 
Testament, and was desirous of corres. 
ponding with him on the subjects con 
tained init. Of this invitation the cler 
| gyman gladly availed himself, and com. 
menced a correspondence which was not 
speedily terminated ; Mr. B ——’s heart 
was touched by the influence of the Ho 
ly Spirit, and his mind gradually open. 
ed to the Knowledge of divine things. 
fe left the Romish communion, and is 
now a most useful and devoted servant 
of the Lord Jesus. By a letter lately 











ufacturer of considerable influence and 
property in B——, in the south of 
France, a town containing, without a 
single exception, a thoroughly popish 
community ; he took it up and read it; 
it alarmed him, and he read it again ; he 
pondered much over it for some time, 
as it was the only book of the kind that 
had ever fallen in his way, In this tract 


received, he had sold at reduced prices, 
in the town where he resided, and _ vii- 
lages around, upwards of eleven hun- 
dred New Testaments, and had also 
sold and distributed several thousands 
of religious tracts; he has been the 
means likewise, it is added, of awaken- 
ing the attention of several of his friends 
to a concern for their souls, and amongst 








svere several references to the New 


others, of two Popish priests, who, s!- 














Death-bed Repentance. 
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though they have not left the church of 
Rome, are now active in exhorting their 
parishioners to read the Scriptures 


the tract, he has felt great contrition of 
mind, and wishes to know if you will 
alow him to come aft to prayers.’ He 






Thus it is that, by the blessing of God, | continued thoughtful, read the Scrip- 
one single tract has been the means of || tures, and from one of the most noisy, 
wicked, and troublesome fellows, be- 
| came the most humble and one of the 


the circulation of eleven hundred New 











Testaments, several thousand tracts, the 
conversion of at least one individual, and | 
the awukening, ani it is to be hoped the | 
conversion also, of two Popish priests.— | 
Let us not therefore remove our hand | 
from a work so auspiciously commenc- 
ed, but steadily persevere in the dili- | 
gent use of the means, praying withal | 
for a still more abundant outpouring of | 
the Divine Spirit to accompany them. } 

P. S. From the London Tract Mag- | 
azine for April, we learn, that since the 


— 





formation of the Glasgow Society, the | 


decided that the hawking of books and | 
pamphlets is contrary to law, and that | 
he has instructed the mayors in ali the | 
departments to inform the Attorney | 
General of every individual, who may 
be detected in transgressing this regula- | 
tion. “ This,” says the Editor of the 
Magazine, “is another instance of the 
earnest endeavours now making in the 
Roman Catholic countries, to prevent | 
the diffusion of the light of truth.” 


ne 


TRACT ANECDOTE, 


In the- course of conversation the 
captain of a vessel said, I thought 
once that it was a thing impossible 
for the ship’s duty to be carried on 
properly without swearing; but now, 
thank God, it would be as awkward for 
me to swear, as formerly not to swear. 
I have the crew aft to prayer in the 
evening; all who attend come volunta- 
rily. One of the crew was the greatest 
blasphemer that ever walked a ship’s 
deck ; a tract was put into his hand, he | 
read it attentively, and afterwards be- 
came remarkably reserved. I asked 
what was the matter with Will? The 
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ee . | opposed to religion. 
Minister of the Interior of France has ! 


| with contempt. 








mate said, ‘ That ever since he read 
Vou. VI.—New Series. 


most orderly men in the ship ; he was 4 
real penitent.” Lond. T'ract Mag, 


a 
DEATH-BED REPENTANCE, 


Tat following circumstances were re- 
cently related to the Editor of Zion’s 
Herald. 

Inthe State of Connecticut a man 65 
years of age, in respectable rank as to 


|| property and education, had long been 


He paid no re- 
gard to the public worship of God ; and, 
not satisfied with this, would often throw 
obstacles in the way of his wife and 
children’s attendance. The faithful ad- 
monitions of his affectionate companion 
he did not treat with indifference, but 
She persevered in her 
efforts to bring him to the wisdom of the 


| just, until charged to take care of her 


own soul, and never trouble him again 


about his. The visits and exhortations 


' of a faithful minister, were treated in the 
| same manner; and he grew more open 


and bitter in his opposition to the king- 
dom of Christ. He was yisited with a 
violent disease, and his physician told him 
he must die. He sent for his minister, 
begged his forgiveness, and desired him 
to pray for his soul. He confessed to 
his wife and children his unkindness to 
them. and his guilt in rejecting and op- 
posing the Saviour of sinners, and beg- 
ged their intercession at the throne of 
grace, that his life might be spared, 
His disease raged, and his anguish of 
soul increased. And before three short 
days had ended, he exclaimed, * OA/ 
must I prz!’—and went to his last ac- 
count, 

Would, that every opposer of Christ 
could be taught, by the scenes of a 

2k 













































218 


THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 





= 


~~ 





death-bed, his danger. Would, that | 
every man might act, as he will wish 
he had done, when he lies down to 
rise no more. Let him bring himself 
often to reflect on this solemn hour, 
and yield obedience to the dictates of 
his conscience and to the word of God. 
Then may he say in his expiring mo- 
ments, as did the father of our country, 
“* Tam not afraid to die.” 


a 


YOUNG CONVERTS IN INDIA. 


Tae situation of the young in India, 
who would come forward and own the 
name of Jesus, is far different from the 
situation of those in a Christian land. 

They are threatened with being dis- 
owned by their parents—disinherited— 
beaten—treated as outcasts—and are 
told that death will be the consequence, 
if they come to this religion. It 1s not at 
all to be wondered at, that after their 
first convictions, when their faith is 
weak, and when they are as the bruised 
reed and the cmoking flax, these threats 
should for a time have an unhappy ef- 
fectupon them. Those who backslide 
for a season, and have their impressions 
renewed, will probably be enabled to 
stand more firmly when persecution is 
again raised against them. If there 
ever was need of prayer by the Chris- 
tian public for the mission, this is the 
time. It should be remembered that, 
as far as regards these children, much 
more strength is necessary to enable 
them to persevere, than would be re- 
quired in Christian countries. They are 
truly lambs among wolves. May the 
importance of praying for them without 
ceasing, be deeply impressed upon the 
minds of all our patrons.—Meth. Rec. 


ee 


CUPEDO, THE HOTTENTOT. 
Curepo, a Hottentot, previous to his 
conversion, was perh»ps as notorious a 
sinner as ever lived. He was infamous 








fer swearing, lying, fighting, and espe- 





cially for drunkenness, which often laid 
him on a sick bed, as he had naturally 
afeeble constitution. On these occa- 
sions, he often reso!ved to abandon that 
infatuating vice, and to lead a sober life, 
but no sooner did health return, thay 
he was again led captive by it. Some- 
times he was afraid of the anger of God, 
and being apprehensive that his wick- 
edness would prove the ruin of his soul, 
he inquired ofall he met with, by what 
means he might be delivered from the 
snare of drunkenness, imagining that 
after he had abandoned that, it would 
be an easy matter to forsake his other 
sins. Various means were used to no 
effect. At length he heard one of the 
missionaries declare in a sermon, that 
Christ Jesus was able to save the guilty 
from their sins. On hearing these glad 
tidings, he said to himself, That is 
what I want, thatis what Iwant.” At 
length, having himself found mercy, he 
was exceeding zealous in promoting the 
salvation of others, recommending as 
the only Saviour from sin, one who can 
destroy it both root and branch, as he 
could testify from his own experience. 
Hist. of Miss. 


—a 


INDIAN CIVILIZATION, 


Ir will be recollected that the annua! 
appropriation of ten thousand dollars, 
for the civilization of the Indians, was 
confirmed at the last session of Congress. 
It isa source of pleasure to learn, that 
this appropriation is producing a bene- 
ficial and salutary effect in improving 
the condition of those tribes to which its 
operation has been extended. From 
the report which was tra» smitted to the 
President from the office of Indian af- 
fairs, it appears that thirty-two schools 
are now in successful operation: at 
which instruction has been afforded, 
during the past year, to more than nine 
hundred Indian children, in the prima- 
ry branches of education, and upon sub- 
jects necessary to qualify them for en- 
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gaging in the ordinary occupations of 
life. This provision for giving instruc- 
tion to so numerous a body of the In- 
dian youth, a portion of whom will 
every year return to their homes, and be 
succeeded by others, must, if continued 
and increased as circumstances may re- 
quire, exert a powerful influence in 
meliorating the condition of the sons of 
the forest, and in eventually elevating 
them to their merited standing among 
their fellow beings. Nat, Stand. 


——__ 


ENTER NOT INTO TEMPTATION. 


A PLAIN countryman, who was effect- 
ually called by divine grace, (under a 
sermon on Zech. iii. 2. “Is not this a 
brand plucked out of the fire ?””) was, 
some time afterwards, accosted by one 
of his former companions, and strongly 
solicited to accompany him to the ale- 
house : but the good man steadfastly 
resisted all his arguments, saying, “I 
am a brand plucked out of the fire.” 
His old companion not understanding 
this, he explained it thus: “ Look ye,” 
said he, “there is a great difference 
between a brand and a green stick; if 
a spark flies upon a brand that has been 


partly burnt, it will soon catch fire | 


again; but itis not so with a green 
stick. I tellyoul am that brand pluck- 
ed out of the fire, and I dare not ven- 
ture into the way of temptation, for fear 
of being set on fire again.” 


—— 


LOVE OF CHRIST, EXPRESSED BY A 
DYING CHILD. 


A uttte child, when dying, was 
asked where it was going? ‘“ To hea- 
ven,” said the child. And what 
makes you wish to be there ?” said one ; 
“ Because Christ is there,’’ said the 
child But, said a friend, “ What if 
Christ should leave heaven?” “ Well,” 
said the child, “I will go with him.” 
Some time before its departure, it ex- 
pressed a wish to have a golden crown, 


i 








when it died. “ And what will you do,” 
said one, “ with the golden crown ?”— 
| will take the crown,” said the child, 
“and cast it at the feet of Christ.” 
Evan. Mag. 


—_——_ 


A CLERGYMAN’S LIFE. 


Toa person who regretted to the 
celebrated Dr. Samuel Johnson that he 
had not been a clergyman, because he 
considered the life of a clergyman an 
easy and comfortable one, the Doctor 
made this memorable reply. “ The 
life of a conscientious clergyman is not 
easy. I have always considered a cler- 
gyman as the father of a larger family 
than he is able to maintain. No, Sir, I 
do not envy a clergyman’s life, as an 
easy life ; nor do I envy the clergyman 
who makes it an easy life.” 

“Tis not a cause of small import 

The pastor's care demands ; 
But what might fill an angel’s heart, 
And fill’d a Saviour’s hands,” 


— a 


-—- 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 








Maine.—A letter from Cherryfield, 
Maine, dated the 29th ult. states that 
an extensive reformation had commenc- 
edin that place. “ There were 12 per- 
sons baptized this day, who joined the 
Baptist church, and there are not far 
from 100 who expect to join soon— 
among them are persons of all ages, 
from 12 to 75.” 

Connecticut.—The Christian Secreta- 
ry contains an account of a revival in 
the First Baptist church and society. in 
Woodstock, (Conn.) Sixty persons 
have been baptized there, and thirteen 
in fellowship with the third church in 
Ashford, who were the subjects of the 
same work; which makes a total of 
seventy-three who have been baptized 
since the revival commenced. 

Vermont.—A letter from the Rey. 
Silas Davison, of Waterford, to the 
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Agent of the Baptist General Conven- 
tion, furnishes the following gratifying 
particulars ; 

“ { have of late visited the towns of Co- 
ventry, Newport, and Derby, in each 
of which there is a gracious work. 

“In the town of Newport, which is 
on the west side of the Memphramagog 
Lake, in about 40 families there are but 
few who have not been the subjects of 
the reformation. 

“In the town of Derby, on the east 
side of the lake, the work commenced 
in the month of December. There isa 
Baptist minister in this place, and a 
smal] church. The work here is won- 
derful. The first men in the town were 
some of the first that were brought to a 
knowledge of the truth. Il attended a 
meeting in that place one evening, in a 
private house, where I should judge 
there were 200 people ; many of whom 
were hoping in the mercy of God, and 
others under solemn conviction for sin. 
There appeared nothing of enthusiasm, 
but perfect order; although many ex- 
pressed their feelings. I was led to say 
that the Lord has done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad. How many 
there are who entertain a hope, I have 
not ascertained. None had come for- 
ward to make profession ; but I think 
there will be some soon. 

“In the town of Coventry, the work 
had but just commenced. There 
were about ten or twelve, who had en- 
tertained a hope; and many were under 
deep concern.” 

Olio —A letter to the Editor of the 
New-Haven Intelligencer, from a Cler- 
gyman in Ohio, dated Austinburgh, 
May 19, 1825, says: 

There has within two or three months 
past been avery general and powerful 
revival in the town of Wayne, where 
the Rev. E. T. Woodruff preaches.— 
More than 100 indulge a hope that they 
have lately passed from déath unto life. 
There has also been a pleasing revival 
of late in the town of Farmington, and 
more than 20 have been hopefully called 


) out of darkness into marvellous light.” 
In Kinsman also, under the ministerial 
labours of the Rev. Harvey Coe, about 
15 indulge a hope that they have be- 

come reconciled unto God. 

Michigan Territory —The Agent of 
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety at Green Bay, ina letter dated on the 
16th April, states, that, for two months, 
an increasing attention to religion had 
been gaining on the minds of the New- 
York Indians, who are settled at Green 
Bay ; and there have been instances of 
deep conviction, which, it is hoped, 
have terminated in saving conversion, 
The conversion of Christine, a woman 
72 years old, is particularly noticed. 
She had been (to use her own words) 
“4 Pagan at heart, and a disbeliever of 
the Christian faith.” She had resisted 
the preaching of Dr. Edwards, Mr. Oc- 
cum, and Mr. Sergeant; but now can- 
not resist the influences of the Holy 
Spirit. With uplifted hands, she ex- 
claimed, “ It is wonderful that I should 
be brought to know God, and find mer- 
cy in redeeming grace at this late pe- 
riod.’ Another woman, upwards of 70, 
and another about 60, have, it is hoped, 
passed from death unto life. This at- 
tention to divine things seems to be 
g neral, among the aged and the young. 

Alabama,—A letter from the Clerk of 
the Hurricane Baptist church in Wash- 
ington county, to the publisher of the 
Columbian Star, states that in October 
and November last, a gracious work 
was commenced among the inhabitants 

| of Hurricane. On Saturday before the 

| second Lord’s-day in November, six 
| joined by experience and _ baptism, 
| which occurrence appeared to enliven 
| the hearts of many old professors. 
| Since that time until the present, six- 
| teen have put on Christ, solemnly dedi- 
cating themselves to him by baptism. 

Three instances have occurred, of men 
| with their wives going down into the 
water, and jointly, by the solemn ordi- 

nance, putting on His yoke, which is 
easy. 

















Obituary.— Debranee. 
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France.—In the Evangelical Maga- 
zine for January, says the New-York 
Observer, we find an interesting journal 
of a pious student from the Missionary 
Seminary at Basle, in Switzerland, who, 
at the request of their pastors, spent 
several weeks last September, in visit- 
ing some Protestant churches in France, 
within a day’s ride of Paris. During | 
this visit he was surrounded, from 








morning to night, by persons who de- || 
sired to consult him, and converse with 1 
him on their religious interests. “1 |; 
saw,’’ says he, “in these country places, | 
a number of individuals and fami-| 
lies who, three years ago, were sunk in 
the grossest ignorance, and who would 
now be eminent as Christians, even 
among their fellow Christians of other 
countries. The Lord has begun a good 
work in these parts, and we may hope 
that, by the influence of his Spirit, it will 
be continued and extended.” In a let- 
ter transmitting this journal to the Edi- 
tors of the Evangelical Magazine, Mr. 
Wilks of Paris, adds, “I have myself 
Jately made a journey through the | 
south of France, and have had the inex- 
pressible pleasure to witness there also, 
the commencement and progress of the 
same good work.” 
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OBITUARY. 
—_— 
DEBRANE®, 
.2 Female Hindoo Christian, who died at 
Serampore, March 17, 1824. 
Tat following account is extracted 


from the “ Friend of India,’ Monthly 
Series, Number for May, 1824. 





Debranee was the widow of Bykan- | 
ta, one of the earliest converts, whose | 
first visit to the missionaries at Seram- 
pore was on the 15th of June, 1805. 
Under date of the 9th of February, | 








1806, in the Periodical Accounts, we | 


have the following notice : Ny 





‘Our brother Bykanta is returned 
from Jessore full of joy. His wife has 
forsaken her father’s home, to cleave to 
him: she declared her resolution to do 
so, in the presence of an officer sent by 
the British magistrate to her father’s; 
the particulars of this affair are quite in- 
teresting. She is about nineteen, and 
has an infant son.” 


While her husband lived, she acted 


| with a constancy and assiduity of affec- 


tion worthy of this decision. For six- 
teen yearsshe had been a member of the 
church, and adorned the doctrine of her 
Lord and Saviour. She had been a 
widow for seven years; during the 
whole of which time she possessed such 
strong confidence in God, as never to 
despond in any affliction, When any of 
her relatives were ill, and she was asked 
if she was not concerned about them, 
she would say, “ What will my concern 
avail? God cares for them, and there- 
fore there is no need for me to distract 
myself.” If she found any one in deep 
sorrow for some loss, she would reprove 
them by saying, “ You act very unwise- 
ly: it is our duty, in all our trials, to 
look to God, and bless Him. He is Al- 
mighty and Omnipresent, and therefore 
knows all our sorrows.” By such con- 
duct, she eminently fulfilled the Serip- 
tural exhortation, Be anxious for no- 
thing, without being at all chargeable 
with apathy or selfishness. 


Shortly after the death of her hus- 
band, she went to reside with two othe: 
widows, who were members of the 
church. From that time to her death, 
she lived in the greatest love and peace 
with them, She wasa constant atten- 
dant on the means of grace, when in 
health; and took much pleasure in at- 
tending the Sabbath School, where she 
would take her turn with the rest of the 
sisters in offering up ashort prayer. She 
appeared anxious to read; and, at night, 
with the assistance of her son, a boy of 
eight years of age, would read over her 
lesson. She very earnestly desired, al- 
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so, that her daughters might be able to |! she was free from pain, she would con. 


read the Scriptures. 

She was ill a whole year. When 
medicine was administered, she always 
took it, saying, * The Lord will do with 
me as he thinks best. My body is ill 
indeed, but my soul is in health.” 

About this time, her son-in-law called 
to see her; and, finding her very ill, 
asked her what she thought of herself: 
she replied, “ All my hope is placed on 
my Saviour Jesus Christ. I know that 
this is a deceitful world. It is fast pass- 
ing away, and we are all dying; but 
blessed is the soul whose sins Jesus has 
blotted out.” When her son-in-law 
prayed with her, she appeared to be 





melted in sorrow. When he had finish- | 
ed, he tried to comfort her.—She begged | 
him not to grieve about her—*“ for,” | 
said she, “if it be the will of God to 
take me out of this thorny world, all I 
pray for is, that He may prepare me for 
my departure. May the Lord bless you 
for ever with the light of his counte- 
nance. Oh, rely on him.” 

Her illness being of long continu- | 
ance, her Christian brethren and sisters 
had many opportunities of conversing 
with her; and, aé all times, her conversa- 
tions were so satisfactory, that many 
were led to say that God was very gra- 
cious to her, and blessed her with the 
consolations of His Holy Spirit. Her 
disorder, at last, rapidly increased, and 
medicines were of little use. 

One night, her youngest son-in-law 
calling to see her, inquired if she were 
happy in mind. “ Yes,” she answered : 
“I have nothing to fear, for I have ob- 
tained salvation through Christ. He 
died on the Cross for my sins; and God, 
through His Son, has wiped off the debt 
that was accumulated through my ini- 
quities. Ihave peace. The sufferings, 
that I endure from my decaying body, 
are not worthy to be called sufferings, 
when compared with what Christ en- 
dured for a guilty world. 

Her youngest daughter had lived 


verse with her children on the subject 
of religion, and beg them to fear God 
and walk in His ways. 

Her disease was very distressing ; yet, 
notwithstanding all her sufferings, no 
impatient word was heard to escape her 
lips. Often, when her friends expressed 
their astonishment at this, she would 
say, “No one can participate in my 
pains, and therefore it is best for me to 
suffer them patiently. My body alone 
suffers—not my mind.” 


Several of the members of the mis. 
sion family called to see her, at different 
times ; and invariably found her hap- 
py, and steadfast in her hope. Seeing 
her end fast approaching, her friends 
watched by her bed day and night, and 
spent the greatest part of the time in 
singing, reading, and prayer. Though 
very weak, she always listened with at- 
tention; and, when able, would join 
them in singing. Sometimes she would 
say, “ Lord, have mercy on me spcedi- 
ly.’"——When too weak to speak so as to 


|| be understood, still from the posture ip 


which she was seen,.and the moving of 
her lips, she appeared to be frequently 
in prayer. 

Two or three days previously to her 
death, she had her children collected 
round her bed; and, desiring them to 
love and serve God, and to dwell in 
peace with one another, she commend- 
ed them to God in a short prayer. Her 
strength now failed ; and all that she 
could do, in answer to any questions 
which were put to her, was to make 
some sign with her hands. At one time, 
particularly, when asked if she prayed, 
she pointed to her breast, implying that 
she prayed inwardly. 

Thus lived and died Debranee. She 
was born a Heathen; but, through the 
grace of God, she died leaving a good 
testimony that she had passed from 
death unto life, and that she is now in 
possession of a never-fading crown of 








with her for some time ; and, whenever 


glory. 
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TREASURERS’ ACCOUNTS. 


Money received by the Treasurer of the 
Columbian College during the month of 


June, 1825. 


—~ 


For the New Building. 


By General Jacob Brown, (his subserip- 


For the Presidency. 
By Daniel Kennedy, Md. 


For endowing the Professorship ef Mat. and Nat. 
Philosophy. 


By Judge Swaim, N. J. 50 00 
For Professorship of Ecclesiastical History, &c. 


10 00 


By Dr. Turpin, Va. 10 00 
A. Wimbish, do. 10 00 
Thomas Stokes, N. Y. 10 00 


For endowing the Professorship of Languages and 
Biblical Literature. 


By the Rev. Elisha Andrews, La 10 00 
For the Columbian College. 

By remittance from J. R. Burdick,Agent 500 00 
James B. Taylor, 2 00 
The hand of Bryan W. Lester, 13 00 
The hand of Abner W. Clopton, from 

Wm. Riley, Charleston, S. C. i 00 
The hand of Abner W. Clopton, a col- 

lection at Eatonton, Ga. 425 
The hand of Abner W. Clopton, a col- 

leetion at Clinton, Ga. 1 85 
The hand of Abner W. Clopton,a col- 

lection at Macon, Ga. 5 50 
The hand of Abner W. Clopton, a col- 

lection at Montgomery co. Ala. 7 63 
Dr. Gwathmey, King William co. Va. 1 00 
The hand of Mrs. Greenhow, Rich- 

mond, Va. 3 00 
The hand of Rev. John Kerr, do. 15 00 
Robert B. Fife, Fredericksburg, Va. 1 00 
The hand of Moses Norvell, Nash. ‘Ten. 30 00 
Mr. Thruston, Washington City, 1 00 
Wm. S. Rogers, Westmoreland, Va. 1 00 
W. Whilldin, Philadelpina, Pa. 1 00 
—— Levy, Florida, i 00 
A Friend, 1 00 
N. Caswell, N. Yu 2 00 


J. B. Gilbert, Hartford, Ct. 1 00 
Stephtn R. Nelson, 1 00 
F. Wayland, Jr. Boston, Ms. 1 00 
Benjamin Converse, do. do. 1 00 
A. & H.Jacobs, do do. 3 00 
Eleazer Lord, N. Y. 1 00 
John Rathbone, Jr. do. 1 00 
Heman Gansevoort, Saratoga, do. 1 00 
Stephen Van Rensalaer, Albany, do. 50 00 
Wm. Wiswall, do, 1 00 
R. M. Livingston, New-York, 1 00 
Wn. K. Scott, Sandy Hill, N. ¥. 1 00 
Joseph P. Porter, Utica, N. Y. 1 00 
Cash, 1 00 
Sb Noble, Petersburg, Va. 








100 F 





tion in part,) $12 So 
Col. N. Towson, 20 00 
Bryan W. Lester, 5 08 
The Rev. Mr. King, S. C. 5 00 
The Rev. Samuel Cornelius, 5 00 
Col. A. Henderson, 50 0D 
John Davis, of Abel, 10 09 
Mr. Watkins (subscription in part,) 10 00 
Total, $873 73 





Monev received by the Treasurer of the 
Baptist General Convention for Foreigz 
Missions, €c.in the United States. 


1825, 
May 


4 From a female friend in the viein- 
ity of Boston, for Burman Mis- 
sion, by Rev. George Evans, 

From a friend in Bucksport, Me. 
for the Carey Station, 

From Hamilton Auxiliary Society 
for Foreign Mission, N. ¥. by 
hand of Rev. Dr. Baldwin, 


May 13. From John Conant, Esq. Treas. ef 


the Vermont Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions, Auxiliary to 
the Baptist Board of For. Mis. 

16. From widow Rose Anne Mason, of 
Providence, R. I. a donation, 

From the Female Union Miss. Soe. 
of Perth Amboy, N. J. a donation 
for the Burman Mission, 

17. From Uriah Gregory, collection at 
the Monthly Concert of Prayer, 
at Western, for Burman Mission, 

19. From the Foreign Mission Associ- 
ation in the Baptist Society in 
Cambridge, by Dea. William 
Brown, Treas. 

20, From Isaac Briggs, jr. of Pelham, 
Mass. for the Carey Station, 

From Charles Street Female In- 
dustry Society, Boston, for the 
support of Aun Sharp, at the Ca- 
rey Station, 

From do. for Carey Station, 

From the* Baptist Benevolent So- 
ciety” Industry, Maine, by Rev, 
D. Chessman, 

From Rey. D. Chessman, it having 
been collected at the Monthly 
Concert in Sidney, Maine, 


¥1 0 


5 0 


100 08 


177 08 


12 0@ 


183 09. 


13% 


20 00. 
10 00 


21 33 


il 15 


S571 8 
JiIEMAN LINCOLN, Treas. 












































































































THE 





LATTER DAY 








LUMINARY. 








POETRY. 





THE LAND. OF REST. 
Tarne is a land of glorious rest, 
Where pure and happy spirits rove, 
For ever and for ever blest, 
The land of spotless joy and love. 


© yes, there is a land of rest, 
Free from corroding grief and caré ; 
No storms, no dangers there molest, 
No discord once shall enter there. 


The land of rest—-the land of joy, 
Where quenchless glories meet and 
shine, 
And fit for angels its employ, 
For all its pleasures are divine. 
There is no land of rest beside.— 
But where is this blest region found ?-~~ 
It is not bound by ocean tide, 
It is not upon earthly ground. 
"Tis where bright angels sweep the lyre, 
And spirits of the just repose ; 
*Tis where the seraphs’ living fire 
With undiminished ardour glows. 


Blest land, methinks I see thee now, 

All smiling in perennial bloom, 

With rapture thron’d on every brow, 

And flow’rs that breathe divine per- 

fume. 
Then hail to thee, thou land of rest, 

And hail thy harps of holiest strains, 
And hail those crowns that grace the 

blest, 

Who rove along thy happy plains. 
But, al! that land of rest is far, 

And dark and trackless is the road ; 
Yet Hope, a bright and glorious star, 

Points onward to the dear abode. 
Then what though stormy be the way, 

Though winds and surges beat and 

roar, 
They only drive from earth a way, 

And urge to that celestial shore ; 
And ’mid the storm that voice is best, 
That whispers, “ There’s a Land of 

Rest.” 


| 


THE RISING MOON, 


Tut moon is up! How calm and slow 
She wheels above the hill ! 
| The weary winds forget to blow, 
And all the world les still. 


| The way-worn travellers with delight 
The rising brightness see, 

Revealing all the paths and plains, 
And gilding every tree, 


It glistens where the hurrying stream 
Its little rippling heaves ; 

It falls upon the forest shade, 
And sparkles on the leaves. 





So once gn Judah’s evening hills, 
The heavenly lustre spread ; 

The gospel sounded from the blaze, 
And shepherds gazed with dread. 


And still that light, upon the world, 
In guiding splendour throws ; 
Bright in the opening hours of life, 

And brighter at the close. 


The waning moon in time shall fail 
To walk the midnight skies ; 
But God has kindled this bright light, 
With light that never dies. 
Rock, Gaz. 








! LOVE. 

| Say, radiant seraphs, thron’d in light, 

Did love e’er tow’r so high a flight /— 
Or glory sink so low ? 

; This wonder angels scarce declare ; 

| Angels the rapture scarce can bear, 


Or equal praise bestow. 


—_— 


Redemption ! ’tis a boundless theme ; 


flame,— 
With ardour from above: 
W ords are but faint, let joy express— 





Vain is mere joy—let actions bless— 
This prodigy of love. 





al 





ne Rec. & Te! 


Thou boundless Mind our hearts in- 





